Parent Bulletin
Message from the Headteacher:
Firstly, you will be now have received a copy of a letter informing you that the reopening of the Academy in January has
changed (please see copy of letter at the end of this bulletin). This decision was not made by us through choice, but has
been a Government directive. For the avoidance of doubt, Year 11 students must return on Tuesday 5th January with all
other students to return on Monday 11th January (unless you have been notified separately by letter today). Please accept
our apologies for any inconvenience caused by the short notice.
Although this has been a challenging and difficult so far, in many respects it has been one of the most rewarding of my
time here at the Academy. There is a palpable shift in the atmosphere here; one of support and empathy, where students,
parents and staff work together towards a common goal, with a real community spirit existing amongst us. This has never
been more obvious than during what we will now call the ‘COVID’ year. It is true that sadly, many of us have either suffered
the pain of loss in our families, or have been affected in some way, either emotionally or materially by this virus, but as a
school community, and out of adversity, the spirit of love and positivity has shone through. There is now real hope on the
horizon as various vaccines are now coming on stream. However, we cannot let our guard down yet and there is still a long
way to go. Therefore, all our current measures to keep everyone safe will continue for the foreseeable future.
As per my letter sent last week, in the unfortunate (and hopefully unlikely) event that we need to contact you during the
holidays due to COVID Track and Trace, we will follow the procedure which has been outlined in more detail later on in this
bulletin.
Please note, each bubble will finish early on Friday 18th December. See staggered timings later in this bulletin.
May I take this opportunity to wish you a happy, peaceful and safe Christmas and New Year.

COVID-19:
Face coverings
All students are required to wear a face
covering on entry and exit to the building
and whilst walking along the
corridors. We are still giving out far too
many disposable face masks, which is
putting a strain on finances and is also
very bad for the environment. Therefore
could we again ask you to provide your
children with a reusable face covering in
a zippered bag.
Exit at the end of the day
Can you please reiterate to your child
that on leaving the school site, they must
go straight home and practice social
distancing in line with Government
advice.
Mobile phones
If your child has their mobile phone
confiscated they will be allowed to collect
it from Reception at the end of the day.
This is to allow students to use the NHS
Track and Trace app if needed.
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Year 7 (Mr Lumber):
Form of the fortnight: 7N for their amazing attendance these past two weeks. Well done 7N, keep up the good work!!
Have a lovely Christmas Year 7 and I will see you all in the New Year.
Stars of the fortnight: Ashton Delici for achieving the highest amount of positive points for Year 7 this term. Well done
Ashton!!

Year 8 (Miss Foulstone):
Form of the fortnight: 8O - they have been consistently amazing with attendance, behaviour and academic
achievements since coming into Year 8 and have been a shining example for the rest of the year group. Well done on
what has been a superb term. Such a hard-working and dedicated form
Stars of the fortnight: Billie Kennedy - always having a smile on her face. Jack Brian - for amazing results in his
assessments.

Year 9 (Miss Scott):
Form of the week: 9E for being such a lovely caring form and being so supportive and welcoming to the new student in
the form. Well done 9E
Stars of the fortnight: Harley Shaw for his continuous effort, Jack Beaumont for his amazing improvement.

Year 10 (Mr McDonagh):
Form of the fortnight: 10R are the form of the fortnight for consistent improvements in reward points
Stars of the fortnight: Alicia King in 10K and Katy Shuker in 10A, for consistent great effort and positive engagement
in school.

ACE Centre (Mr Taylor):
Stars of the fortnight: A big nomination to Anel Sestic, Janai Carr-Fearn and Levi Plaxton on their continual hard work
and effort.

Year 11 (Miss Southern):
Form of the fortnight: All the forms! Despite the challenges and difficulties of the last few months you guys keep showing
up and working hard
Stars of the fortnight: Ashleigh Reed and Danielle Harcula for their positive attitude and determination
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Food Safety:
Food Allergies
All children’s food allergies that we are made aware of are logged on our system and communicated to the kitchen. It is
vital you make us aware of any food allergy in writing.

PSHE:
Thoughts for the Week Ahead:
W/C 04/01/2021: ‘If you plan on being anything less than you are capable of being, you will probably be unhappy all the
days of your life’.
W/C 11/01/2021: ‘If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion’.
Assemblies:
W/C 04/01/2021: New Year, new start.
W/C 11/01/2021: Circle of Life – community project.
Week 1
Year 7:
Year 8:
Year 9:
Year 10:
Year 11:

Dreams and goals
Dreams and goals
Sexual harassment
Dreams and goals
Sexual harassment

Week 2
Year 7:
Year 8:
Year 9:
Year 10:
Year 11:

Prejudice and discrimination
Prejudice and discrimination
Equality
Equality – what does it mean in the UK?
Equality – what does it mean in the UK?

Quality of Education:
Despite the challenges that our Academy community has faced this term as a result of Covid-19, the standard of teaching
and learning in our classrooms has remained incredibly high, and Noel-Baker students and teachers have refused to allow
learning to be impacted during these challenging times. We are all extremely proud of what has been achieved in
classrooms across the Academy this term, and look forward to welcoming our students back to their classrooms in January
2021. Please enjoy a well-earned rest, and a safe and peaceful Christmas break.
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Attendance Matters:
We would like to thank you for your continued support during these difficult times in ensuring your child has attended
school. Please see below some interesting facts about attendance and how it can help your child with their future
achievements:
-

Of pupils with absence over 50%, only 3% manage to achieve 5 or more GCSE’s;
73% of pupils who have over 95% attendance achieve 5 or more GCSE’s at grades A*- C (or equivalents);
Pupils who fail to attend school regularly have difficulty making friends, lose confidence and self- esteem.

We would also like to remind you that any absences are not authorised until we have received written confirmation from
parents/carers. The easiest way to inform us of a student absence is to email attendance@noelbakeracademy.co.uk as
not only are you informing us of the absence but you are also giving us the written confirmation that is required.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Attendance Team

Behaviour:
May I thank all parents and guardians for their support in what has been a difficult term during COVID-19. The students
during this pandemic have been amazing and I would like to congratulate each and every one of them for their resilience
during this time. They have adhered to all new measures in place and followed our daily routines. It has been a pleasure
to see our young people back in the Academy this term. We wish you all a fantastic Christmas and a happy New Year.
Stay safe and we look forward to working with you and your child in 2021.

Future Dates for your Diary:
Friday 18th December - school breaks up for Christmas. Staggered finish times below:







Year 7 – finish start of break time at 2.20pm.
Year 8 – finish at 1.50pm at end of period 4.
Year 9 – finish after shortened lunch at 2.10pm.
Year 10 – finish at 2.00pm after lesson.
Year 11 – finish at 1.25pm.
ACE - finish at 1.50pm.

School reopens to students – staggered starts/remote learning as advised - Tuesday 5th January to Monday 11th January.
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School Gateway App:
Using the Gateway App for School Communication
Most families now use the Gateway app to make payments for trips, hoodies and school lunches. We also send
messages using the app. This saves the school money as we don’t have to pay for text messages. If you haven’t already
done so please register for the app and enable notifications so you see messages from us. The letter at the end of this
bulletin explains how to do this.

Track and Trace over the Christmas Holiday:
School leaders have been asked by the DFE to continue to track and trace cases of CV-19 in their schools for six days after
schools break up for the Christmas period.
In order to support us with track and trace moving forward, if your child tests positive for CV-19, please email:
covid@noelbakeracademy.co.uk with the following information:





name of pupil
date symptoms started
date of positive test result
date last in the Academy

This email account will be monitored daily up until 24th December 2020.
This means that should there be a confirmed case of CV-19 in your child’s class or bubble, we may need to contact you to
inform you and ask that your child isolates for 10 days from the point of their last contact in school.
Should we need to inform you that your child has been traced as a direct contact of a confirmed case, we will do this via
text message and/or email. With this in mind, if you have changed your mobile or email address very recently, please
contact the Attendance Team on attendance@noelbakeracademy.co.uk to ensure that we have your most recent details
on file.

Safeguarding:
Since lockdown there has been a national rise in children being exploited. This can happen either on line or face to face.
Local police have been keeping in close contact with us and have informed us that they are seeing Sexual Exploitation
happen mainly online now. Please find below links to both the NSPCC website and the PACE website, where you can
find further information to support you, as parents safeguard your children.
PACE – Parents against child exploitation paceuk.info/for-parents/
NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/
There has also been an increase in criminal exploitation of children at both a national and local level. Again, the NSPCC
website provides a wealth of information to support parents in safeguarding their children from being exploited by criminal
gangs.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/
Please see the information at the end of this bulletin which outlines some of the key signs of exploitation in children.
Stay safe all and enjoy your break.
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IMPORTANT – Copy of Letter to All Parents:
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IMPORTANT – Copy of Letter to All Parents (cont…):
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Uniform Direct – Information for Parents (cont….):
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School Gateway:
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School Gateway (cont…):
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Safeguarding – Key Signs of Exploitation in Children:

Signs of criminal exploitation
There are some signs to look out for if you’re worried a child or young person has joined a gang,
or is being criminally exploited. It might be hard to spot at first, but the sooner you’re able to talk
to the young person the more you’ll be able to help them.

Signs you may notice:


Frequently absent from and doing badly in school.



Going missing from home, staying out late and travelling for unexplained reasons.



In a relationship or hanging out with someone older than them.



Being angry, aggressive or violent.



Being isolated or withdrawn.



Having unexplained money and buying new things.



Wearing clothes or accessories in gang colours or getting tattoos.



Using new slang words.



Spending more time on social media and being secretive about time online.



Making more calls or sending more texts, possibly on a new phone or phones.



Self-harming and feeling emotionally unwell.( https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-childrensafe/childrens-mental-health/self-harm/ )



Taking drugs and abusing alcohol.( https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/talking-drugsalcohol/ )



Committing petty crimes like shop lifting or vandalism.



Unexplained injuries and refusing to seek medical help.



Carrying weapons or having a dangerous breed of dog
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Safeguarding – Key Signs of Exploitation in Children (cont….):

Signs of child sexual exploitation
Sexual exploitation can be difficult to spot and sometimes mistaken for "normal" teenage
behaviour. Knowing the signs can help protect children and help them when they've no one else
to turn to.

Signs of sexual abuse and grooming



Unhealthy or inappropriate sexual behaviour (https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/sexrelationships/sexual-behaviour-children/ )



Being frightened of some people, places or situations.



Bring secretive.



Sharp changes in mood or character.



Having money or things they can't or won't explain.



Physical signs of abuse, like bruises or bleeding in their genital or anal area.



Alcohol or drug misuse.( https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-forparents/alcohol-drugs-parenting/ )



Sexually transmitted infections.



Pregnancy.

Other things you might notice


Having an older boyfriend or girlfriend.



Staying out late or overnight.



Having a new group of friends.



Missing from home or care, or stopping going to school or college.



Hanging out with older people, other vulnerable people or in antisocial groups.



Involved in a gang. (https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminalexploitation/ )



Involved in criminal activities like selling drugs or shoplifting.
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